
 
I’m particularly pleased with 
this coat hook, which was a 
little trickier than it appears. 
The ram’s head hook is 
riveted to the backing, and of 
course all the holes are 
punched, not drilled. You can 
see the original at the BVM 
blacksmith shop. 
 

Ah yes, my “scoop and trowel” 
phase. One day I realized how 
easy it would be to make shovels 
from heavy galvanized sheet 
metal and rivet them to handles. 

 
While working on this set, a 
colleague asked if I was making 
a fireplace set or a kitchen set. 
“Both,” I replied. The tools are 
(l-r): poker, rake, ladle, fork, 
shovel. (We’re keeping this set 
for a special giveaway!) 
 
 
 
 

I wonder if Michael Smith would 
be proud to pose with my towel 
rings? I suspect he would have 
been flattered. As a boy in Marton 
Moss, England, he delighted in 
watching the local smith, and he 
retained his earthy sense of 
humour throughout his life. 

A door knocker and a simple hook. 
 
 

 
 
 
One of my early 
designs of candle 
holder. The base is 
split, flattened, and 
shaped. 
 
 
 

Not an original candle stick holder design, but it is 
refreshingly different to make. This design requires 
more bending than hammering, and getting the 
base even can be quite a challenge. It helps to use 
a pipe as a jig and a vice to adjust the base. 

 
 
 
 

These horned serpents spook my wife and 
mother-in-law, so I call them Friendship 
Snakes. Ram’s heads are fun to make, and 
snake bodies are, well, easy to make. 
  



 
The claw! This little rake is an impressive but 
relatively simple illustration of forge welding. A 
steel bar is bent into a zig-zag shape leaving a 
long handle to hold onto. The tip is placed into 
the fire and heated quite hot. A pinch of borax 
is placed onto the tip which is then brought to a 
welding temperature – white hot, with a few 
sparks beginning to fly. Then a firm tap on the 
heated end should fuse the faces together. 
Form this end into the tang, split the zig-zags 
into separate claws, cut off the handle on the 
hardy, and shape. Voila! (I rarely mount these 
on a wooden handle, but it could be done.)  

A whole new perspective on the blacksmith/ 
tinsmith combination opened up to me 
when I discovered a sheet of brass in the 
tinsmith shop. I’m not sure how it came to 
be there, but it made great little shovel 
blades for this set of miniature spades. Now 
available in the BVM gift shop. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A little rack for hanging, say, keys. (Drat, I 
didn’t get the hooks quite the same 
length!) 

 
 
 

Hmm…if I can make miniature “golden” 
spades, why not a full size trowel? (Also sent 
to the BVM gift shop.) 
 
 
Sometimes during my 
demonstrations I think of 
taking a page from 
cooking shows by placing 
a complex, finished item 
in the back of the forge. 
After a heat or two and a 
few minor hammer 
blows, I simply reach into 
the back of the forge and 
pull out the final product! 

 
 
 
 

 
I’m quite pleased with this door knocker. I decided 
to start forging heavier gauge steel, especially for 
items like knockers that should have a little weight 
behind them. I suppose I could vary the design 
with antelope or bull heads. It just means shaping 
the horns differently. 

 


